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A two-day International Conference on “Plant Health in Asia:
Research Priorities and Partnerships” was inaugurated at VESTR.
The event was jointly organized by the School of Agriculture
and Food Technology in collaboration with APARI (Asia-
Pacific Association of Agricultural Research Institutes) and the
European Phytosanitary Research Coordination.

He highlighted that the main goal of the Farmers Empowerment
Organization is to improve the welfare and development of
farmers in Andhra Pradesh. He shared several key initiatives,
such as promoting organic farming as a sustainable alternative

to chemical-based agriculture.
| The organization works to
increase  awareness  about
organic fertilizers, seeds, and
farming methods, while also
offering financial and technical
support to farmers. He also
mentioned policies focused on
Y| soil and water conservation,
«| reducing harmful farming
practices, and promoting eco-
friendly methods. Initiatives
like  investment subsidies,
crop insurance schemes, and better marketing facilities aim to
strengthen farmers’ livelihoods. Additionally, training programs
on modern farming techniques, crop diversification, and
infrastructure development are being implemented to make
farmers more self-reliant and improve rural prosperity. Schemes
like Rythu Bandhu and Rythu Bharosa play an important role in
raising living standards and revitalizing agriculture in the state.

Dr. Ravi Khetarpal, Executive Director of APARI, emphasized the
importance of adopting advanced technologies such as drones,
field sensors, and data analytics for plant health management. He
discussed the role of digital agriculture, artificial intelligence, and
IoT in detecting diseases, forecasting pest attacks, and reducing
chemical usage. These technologies, he stated, not only improve
agricultural yields but also support environmentally sustainable
practices.

Dr. Baldissera Jivani, Coordinator of the European Phytosanitary
Research Coordination, elaborated on the organization’s efforts
to foster international collaboration in plant health research. He
highlighted their role in identifying and managing plant diseases
and pests, providing scientific evidence for policy development,
and promoting global cooperation to address plant health
challenges. These initiatives contribute significantly to improving

agricultural productivity and environmental sustainability.
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Imagination is more important than intelligence.
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