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The Department of English and Other Indian & Foreign Languages, School of Applied Sciences and Humanities, has oganised a
Two Day Online-International Seminar on “Shakespeare and Contemporary Studies” on 23rd and 24th April, 2025 to celebrate the
461st Anniversary of William Shakespeare. More than 100 national and international participants including 5 invited guests and 72
paper presenters attended the seminar across 5 plenary sessions and 12 parallel paper presentation sessions. The Conveners of the
program were Dr. M Abou Raihan Rinku, Assistant Professor, Dr. Reema Chakrabarti, Dr. Shah Al Mamun Sarkar, and Dr. Rahamat
Shaikh. With the consent of Honourable Vice-Chancellor, Col. Prof. P. Nagabhushan, the seminar was initiated the inaugural session
by Dr. Shah Al Mamun Sarkar, BoR & Assistant Professor. Dr. M Abou Raihan Rinku, Convener & Assistant Professor highlighted
the concept note of the seminar, Prof. G. Mohana Charyulu, HoD, EOFL delivered a welcome address to the gathering and Prof. A.
Sharada, Dean IS gave a brief overview of the seminar.

Day 1, Plenary Session 1 was delivered by Prof. Manojit Mandal from Jadavpur University, West Bengal on “Repoliticising the Bard:
Shakespeare and Indian Politics” He highlighted several critical issues including the politics of inclusion of Shakespeare in Indian
academic curriculum and the gradual growth affinity among the contemporary India. He also cited crucial examples how Shakespeare
has become the parts and parcel of our day to day communication. Though he regretted the lesser promotion of the greatest Indian
dramatist Kalidas, he praised immensely about the role of Shakespeare in the academic development and communication purpose.
The session was moderated by Dr. M. A. R. Rinku and chaired by Prof. G. Mohana Charyulu.

Day 1, Plenary Session 2 was delivered by Mr. Subhankar Bhattacharya, Research Scholar, University of Cambridge on “The
Representation of the Body and Sexual Violence in Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus”. He raised some complex and multifaceted
issues related to the representation of the body and sexual violence at the time of Shakespeare and the contemporary representation
in adapted films and series. He depicted how the play’s portrayal of Lavinia’s rape and mutilation raises important questions about
the objectification of women, the impact of violence on individuals and society, and the ways in which art can both reflect and shape
cultural attitudes towards these issues. The session was moderated by Dr. Reema Chakrabarti and chaired by Prof. A. Sharada and
co-chaired by Dr. S. A. M. Sarkar.

Day 2, Plenary Session 1: Dr. Sohel Aziz from Aliah University, Kolkata presented on “Exploring Eco-Theatre in Shakespeare:
Philosophical Investigation of Nature, Wilderness, and Human Transformation in Shakespeare’s As You Like It, King Lear, and The
Tempest”. He delved deep into a philosophical investigation of nature, wilderness, and human transformation in Shakespearean
plays. The session was a mesmerising exploration of the plays in ecocritical perspective. The session was moderated by Dr. Rahamat
Shaikh and chaired by Prof. A. Sharada.

Plenary Session 2: Prof. Md. Sajidul Islam from Aligarh Muslim University, Uttar Pradesh delivered a lecture on “Shakespeare and
the Law”. he explores the intersection of law, literature, and culture in Shakespearean plays. He highlighted key themes include trial
scenes, contract law, and justice and morality. He also discussed how Shakespeare’s plays reflected and shaped legal culture, the role
of trial scenes, and the portrayal of law and morality, offering insights into justice and its implications during his time as well as the
relevance of these laws, trials and cultures in the contemporary world. The session was moderated by Mr. Bibin K, chaired by Dr. Sasi
Ratnakar, and co-chaired by Dr. S. A. M. Sarkar.

The Plenary Session 3: Dr. Ritushree Sengupta from Patrasayer Mahavidyalaya, University of Bankura delivered the session on
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“From Margins to Centers: Re-evaluating the Role of Women in Shakespeare’s Canon”. She critically
re-evaluated the Shakespeare’s female characters, like Lady Macbeth and Rosalind, exercise agency
and challenge patriarchal norms. Analysing these characters through a feminist lens reveals their
complex experiences and motivations. Re-evaluating women’s roles in Shakespeare’s plays deepens
our understanding of his works and informs performance and adaptation choices, highlighting
nuanced female characters. The session was moderated by Dr. Reema Chakrabarti and chaired by
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Minds are like parachutes-they only function when open.
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