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The Varalakshmi Vrata Puja Mahotsav was grandly organized
at VESTR, on the auspicious occasion of Shravan Friday, I.e
on 22" August, 2025. On this occasion, the staff and students
of the University came together to perform the mass Vrata
Puja with devotion and enthusiasm.

The programme commenced with the Vighneswara Puja,
followed by the traditional Varalakshmi Vrata Puja. Students
actively participated in the rituals, making the event vibrant
and spiritually uplifting.

Speaking at the event, the Vice Chancellor , Colonel Professor
P. Nagabhushan, highlighted the deeper significance of Vrata.
He stated that Vrata is not merely a ritual but a disciplined
practice and a way of life, conveying the importance of
dedication in both personal and professional spheres. He
explained that the word Varama means excellence, and
therefore, whatever we seek or perform should always aim for
the highest standards. He emphasized that responsibilities
in life must be carried out with sincerity, interest, and full
dedication, as only then do they yield fruitful results. He
further elaborated on the symbolism of Goddess Lakshy ‘

gentle and compassionate—she also manifests
as Veera Lakshmi when angered. He added .«
that one can worship Jayalakshmi by

knowledge, discipline, and
decision-making abilities.
He remarked that
Varalakshmi Puja

is regarded as

more significant than other Lakshmi Pujas and is believed
to bestow special blessings. He also pointed out that Indian
traditions are now practiced globally, with foreigners taking
inspiration from the way we celebrate festivals. He stressed
that such grand celebrations at the University are intended to
instill cultural pride in students and ensure that the younger
generation never forgets their roots.

The event concluded with enthusiastic participation from
students, faculty, and staff, creating an atmosphere filled with
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devotion and cultural spirit. Along with the Vice Chancellor,
Registrar Dr. P. M. V. Rao, Deans, Heads of Departments,

and faculty members also took part in the puja, making it a
memorable and spiritually enriching occasion.

FDP on “Accelerating Learning for the Al Age” by ACSE

The Department of Advanced Computer Science &
Engineering, VESTR, organized a Two-Day Faculty
Development Programme (FDP) on “Accelerating
Learning for the AT Age” on 22" and 23" August 2025. The
programme was facilitated by eminent industry leaders,
Dr. Pradeep Kumar Raman and Ms. Punitha T from
Amphi Ventures, Bengaluru, who brought in their vast
expertise to guide the participants. The sessions, spread
over two days, included keynote provocations, interactive
workshops, and curriculum redesign activities that
encouraged faculty to rethink and realign their teaching
methodologies in the context of the AI revolution.

The FDP placed significant emphasis on the role of
artificial intelligence in transforming higher education,
on preparing institutions for the fast-changing Al
era, and on cultivating ethical, future-ready teaching
practices. The discussions and activities continuously
highlighted the importance of integrating AI-driven tools
into teaching and learning, ensuring that faculty are not
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only technologically competent but also
socially responsible in their practices.

Faculty members from various disciplines
across VESTR actively participated in
the programme. They appreciated the
sessions for being practical, engaging, and
outcome-oriented. The repeated stress
on innovation, ethical responsibility,
and institutional preparedness resonated
strongly with the participants. The FDP
was widely acknowledged as a meaningful
and impactful initiative, equipping
the faculty with valuable insights and
strategies to accelerate learning and
teaching in the Al age.
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Eco-Friendly Ganesh Idol Making Competition at VFSTR

To spread awareness about the harmful effects of
Plaster of Paris (PoP) and chemical paints on water
bodies and ecosystems, the Centre for Environmental
Pollution and Control, in collaboration with the
Department of Chemistry, organized an Eco-Friendly
Ganesh Idol Making Competition on 22" August
2025 at VFSTR.

The main objective of the programme was to sensitize
students and the community about the importance
of adopting eco-friendly practices during festivals.
The organizers repeatedly emphasized that while
Plaster of Paris idols and chemical paints may appear
attractive, they cause irreversible damage to aquatic
life, pollute rivers and lakes, and disrupt the delicate
balance of ecosystems. By contrast, eco-friendly
idols made from natural clay and organic colours
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dissolve easily in water, leaving no harmful residues
and safeguarding the environment.

The event witnessed enthusiastic participation
from students, faculty members, and community
representatives, all of whom showcased their
creativity and concern for the environment.
Participants designed idols using clay, natural dyes,
and biodegradable materials, reflecting both artistic
talent and ecological responsibility. Each idol carried
a message of sustainability, cultural pride, and
environmental stewardship.

Speaking at the occasion, faculty members reiterated
that festivals should be a celebration of both tradition
and nature. They reminded everyone that real devotion
lies not only in worship but also in protecting the
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“Celebrate Ganesh Chaturthi with devotion, but promote eco-friendly celebrations in their families
without pollution”” and communities. The event was widely appreciated
as a meaningful initiative that combined tradition
with sustainability, creativity with responsibility, and
devotion with environmental awareness.

The competition concluded on an inspiring note,
with the participants taking a collective pledge to
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The National Space Day Celebrations in 1969 under the vision of Dr. Vikram Sarabhai, from modest rocket experiments
were held in a grand manner at VFSTR,  to becoming a global leader in space technology. He highlighted how space research
under the joint coordination of Team  today extends far beyond planetary exploration, directly benefiting society through

COE, Space Science & Technology and the  applications in agriculture, disaster management, communication, and navigation.
Dean, Promotions & Collaborations. The

event brought together eminent scientists,
academicians, and students to celebrate
India’s achievements in space science and
to inspire future generations.

On this occasion, the Andhra Pradesh SpaceTech Academy (APSA) was formally
established at Vignan’s University, with Dr. Pavuluri Subba Rao elected as its first
President. He also announced that the first AP SpaceTech Summit will be held in
Amaravati in the first week of December 2025. The summit will bring together educators,

industry leaders, innovators, and policymakers on a common platform. According
The Chief Guest of the event was =

Dr. Subba Rao Pavuluri, Chairman
& Managing Director of Ananth
Technologies, Hyderabad, reflected on
the significance of National Space Day.
He recalled the historic moment on 23
August 2023, when the Vikram lander of
Chandrayaan-3 successfully touched the
lunar surface, a milestone that placed India
among the leading space-faring nations.
He emphasized that this was not only a
scientific triumph but also the beginning
of a new era in India’s space journey. He
traced the evolution of the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO), founded
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Lunch Availed by Staff NTR Vignan Library
Date (A, 'H, 'U' & 'N' Block) Vignan Boys Hostel 22.08.2025 Vignan Girls Hostel 22.08.2025
Strength NO.
NO.OF NO.OF NO.OF
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(STU- TORS RE-
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Power Consumption on the campus 22.08.2025 Lunch 2184 73 2257 13 Lunch 2470 65 2535 16
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Life is 10% of what happens to you and 90% of how you react to it.
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