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EVENT REPORT 

 

Three-Day AILU Training Programme for Advocates 

Session on “Legal Aid and Access to Justice: Role of Advocates under Pro Bono (Nyaya 

Bandhu) Scheme” 
Organised by: All India Lawyers Union (AILU) 

Programme: Three-Day Training Programme for Advocates 

Resource Person: Dr. V. Abhinav Deep Dora, Assistant Professor of Law, Vignan Institute of 

Law, VFSTR 

No of Persons Attended: 400 

No of Persons Registered: 210 

 

Session Overview 

 

As part of the Three-Day AILU Training Programme for Advocates, a special academic 

session on “Legal Aid and Access to Justice: Role of Advocates under Pro Bono (Nyaya Bandhu) 

Scheme” was conducted by Dr. V. Abhinav Deep Dora, Assistant Professor of Law, Vignan 

Institute of Law, Vignan’s Foundation for Science, Technology and Research (VFSTR). 

The session focused on the constitutional and statutory foundations of legal aid and access to justice, 

with particular emphasis on the professional responsibilities of advocates in ensuring that economically 

and socially disadvantaged persons are able to effectively access the justice delivery system. 

 

Dr. Abhinav Deep explained that access to justice is an essential component of the rule of 

law and highlighted the constitutional mandate contained in Article 39A of the Constitution of India, 

along with the relevance of Articles 14 and 21 in securing equality before law and protection of life and 

personal liberty. The participants were sensitised to the principle that justice should not become 

inaccessible merely because an individual lacks the financial resources to engage legal representation. 

 

Role of Advocates in Legal Aid 

 

The resource person elaborated on the important role played by advocates in providing 

meaningful legal assistance to vulnerable sections of society. The discussion covered the 

responsibilities of advocates in identifying persons requiring legal assistance, providing competent legal 

representation, explaining legal rights and remedies, assisting beneficiaries before courts and 

authorities, and maintaining professional and ethical standards while rendering pro bono services. 

Particular attention was given to the distinction between formal access to legal representation and 

meaningful access to justice. Dr. Abhinav emphasised that merely appointing a lawyer is not 

sufficient; legal aid must be effective, competent, accessible and responsive to the actual needs of the 

beneficiary. 

 

Nyaya Bandhu (Pro Bono Legal Services) 

 

The session also provided an overview of the Nyaya Bandhu (Pro Bono Legal Services) 

initiative of the Department of Justice, Government of India. The participants were introduced to the 

concept of connecting registered advocates willing to provide pro bono legal services with persons 

who are unable to afford legal representation. 

The resource person explained how advocates can contribute to the scheme and encouraged members 

of the legal profession to consider pro bono service as an important component of their professional 

responsibility and commitment to social justice. 

 

The discussion further highlighted the importance of legal literacy, community outreach and 



 

preventive legal assistance, particularly for vulnerable communities, women, children, workers, senior 

citizens and persons belonging to economically weaker sections. 

 

Practical and Professional Dimensions 

 

Dr. Abhinav supplemented the theoretical discussion with practical illustrations and examples 

from the functioning of the justice delivery system. The participants discussed challenges faced by 

economically disadvantaged litigants, including lack of awareness, financial constraints, procedural 

complexity, geographical barriers and hesitation in approaching legal institutions. 

The session emphasised that advocates can play a transformative role by acting not merely as 

representatives before courts but also as legal educators, facilitators and bridges between citizens 

and the justice system. 

 

An interactive discussion followed the presentation, during which advocates raised questions 

concerning the practical implementation of pro bono legal services, identification of beneficiaries, 

professional responsibilities and the challenges involved in providing effective legal assistance. 

 

Outcome of the Session 

 

The session provided the participating advocates with a comprehensive understanding of the 

constitutional vision of legal aid, the importance of access to justice and the role of advocates 

under the Nyaya Bandhu Pro Bono Scheme. It reinforced the idea that the legal profession carries a 

wider social responsibility towards ensuring that justice reaches every section of society. 

 

The programme concluded with an emphasis on strengthening the culture of pro bono 

advocacy, legal literacy and community-oriented legal services, thereby contributing to the 

constitutional objective of securing equal justice for all. 

The session was well received by the participating advocates and served as a valuable platform for 

connecting professional legal practice with the broader constitutional commitment to social justice 

and access to justice. 

 

  



 

 


