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Webinar on “ROLE OF PRO BONO SERVICES IN PROTECTING

HUMAN RIGHTS”
Date: December 10, 2024

Time: 07:30 PM
Platform: Microsoft Teams

No of students Attended: 80

Introduction: On December 10, 2024, a webinar titled “Role of Pro Bono Services in
Protecting Human Rights” was conducted by the Vignan Institute of Law via Microsoft Teams.
The event aimed to highlight the significance of pro bono legal services in safeguarding human
rights and to discuss the challenges and opportunities in this field.

Keynote Speaker: Dr. M.V. Raja Raam - Advocate at Andhra Pradesh & Telangana High
Courts, Peace Ambassador, and Chairman for Justice and Human Rights

Summary of Discussions:

1. Opening Remarks: Dr. M.V. Raja Raam opened the webinar with an insightful
overview of the current human rights landscape and the critical role that pro bono
services play in ensuring access to justice for marginalized communities.

2. Main Presentation: Dr. Raja Raam’s presentation covered various topics including:
The impact of pro bono work on human rights protection. Case studies showcasing
successful pro bono initiatives. The challenges faced by legal professionals in providing
pro bono services. Strategies to encourage more legal practitioners to engage in pro
bono work.

3. Interactive Q&A Session: Participants had the opportunity to engage with Dr. Raja
Raam during an interactive Q&A session. Questions ranged from practical advice on
starting pro bono projects to the ethical considerations involved in such work.

4. Closing Remarks: Dr. Raja Raam concluded the webinar by emphasizing the
importance of collaboration between legal professionals, non-profit organizations, and
the community to enhance the effectiveness of pro bono services in protecting human
rights.

The webinar successfully highlighted the indispensable role of pro bono services in the
protection of human rights. It provided a platform for legal professionals to share their
experiences and strategies, fostering a collaborative approach to addressing human rights
issues.
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ProBono Club Hosts Awareness Program on POCSO Act, Gender
Sensitization, and Legal Aid at Z.P. High School, Angalakuduru

Date: [07-12-2024]
Place: Angalakuduru Village, ZPHS government school
Number of students attended: 120

Angalakuduru, [07-12-2024] — In a groundbreaking initiative aimed at child protection,
gender sensitization, and access to legal aid, ProBono Club, of Vignan University, conducted
a comprehensive session at Z.P. High School, Angalakuduru. The event, held on [Insert Date],
drew the participation of students, teachers, and staff, who gained valuable insights into the
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, gender equality, and the
importance of legal aid in protecting rights.

The session also featured the active involvement of Pro Bono Club of Vignan’s Institute of
Law, whose staff and students helped facilitate the event, further emphasizing the critical role
that legal education plays in fostering a safe and just society.

Key Highlights of the Program:

1. Understanding the POCSO Act: The session commenced with an in-depth
presentation on the POCSO Act, exploring its purpose, legal framework, and the
protective measures it provides to children against sexual exploitation. ProBOno’s legal
experts emphasized how the law ensures a child-friendly environment during legal
proceedings and the importance of swift, sensitive interventions in cases of abuse.

2. Children’s Rights and Legal Protections: The participants were educated on the
rights guaranteed under the POCSO Act, including the right to protection, safety, and
access to justice. The session focused on how children can report abuse, access support,
and participate in legal proceedings without fear of retribution.

3. Role of Educators, Parents, and Gender Sensitization: The program stressed the
responsibility of teachers and parents in creating a safe environment for children.
Teachers were educated on the signs of abuse and their duty to report cases of suspected
exploitation. Additionally, a key component of the program was gender sensitization,
addressing the need to challenge harmful stereotypes and educate students about mutual
respect, equality, and non-violence. Both male and female students were encouraged to
promote a culture of safety, inclusivity, and respect in their communities.

4. Campaign for Legal Aid Clinic : One of the highlights of the session was a dedicated
campaign for legal aid clinic, highlighting the importance of providing legal support to
victims of sexual abuse. ProBOno’s team underscored that legal aid is a fundamental
right for every individual, especially for those who cannot afford professional legal
assistance. The students were informed about the various legal aid services available to
them, how to access these resources, and the importance of supporting such initiatives
for the benefit of marginalized groups. The session also encouraged students to spread
awareness about legal aid and advocate for those in need.

5. Interactive Q&A and Participation from Vignan’s Institute of Law: The event
included an interactive Q&A session where students actively engaged with the
speakers, asking questions about the POCSO Act, legal aid resources, and gender
sensitivity. Students and faculty from Vignan’s Institute of Law contributed by offering



valuable insights, answering questions, and encouraging a deeper understanding of the
legal mechanisms in place to protect children and promote justice.

6. Prevention and Support Resources: ProBono Club provided the students with a
wealth of information on how to seek help if they encounter any unsafe situations. The
program outlined various support mechanisms such as child helplines, local law
enforcement, and child welfare organizations, ensuring that every student knows where
to turn in times of need.

ProBOno’s comprehensive awareness program at Z.P. High School, Angalakuduru, was a
vital step in empowering students, teachers, and parents with knowledge on the POCSO
Act, gender sensitization, and legal aid. The active participation of Vignan’s Institute of
Law in facilitating the session enriched the discussions, making it an inclusive and
educational experience for all attendees.

By combining education on child protection laws with a focus on gender equality and the
importance of legal aid, ProBono Club has set the stage for a safer and more informed
community. The program served as a reminder that access to justice, protection from abuse,
and mutual respect are fundamental rights for all children, and it encouraged students to be
advocates for these values in their own lives.
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Community Care Legal Assistance Programme

Date: 13th December 2024
Location: Angalakuduru Village, Panchayati office, Guntur District, Andhra Pradesh

Number of villagers attended: 30

The Pro Bono Club of Vignan Institute of Law, VFSTR, organized a Community Care
Legal Assistance Programme on 13th December 2024 in Angalakuduru Village, Guntur
District. This event aimed to provide free legal advice and assistance to the underserved
communities of Angalakuduru, ensuring they had access to their basic legal rights. The event
was driven by the mission of the Pro Bono Club to contribute to social justice, educate the
community about their rights, and offer solutions to various legal challenges faced by
individuals in rural areas.

The main objectives of the Community Care Legal Assistance Programme were:

« Providing Legal Aid: Offer free legal advice and assistance to villagers who may not
have the financial means to access legal services.

« Promoting Legal Awareness: Educate the community about their legal rights, with a
focus on areas such as land disputes, family law, consumer rights, and criminal justice.

« Empowering Rural Populations: Bridge the gap between legal professionals and rural
communities, helping people understand how to navigate the legal system.

« Pro Bono Engagement: Engage law students in hands-on legal work, fostering a sense
of social responsibility and professional development.

The event was organized at Angalakuduru Village, a rural area in Guntur District, which often
faces challenges in accessing basic legal services. The programme commenced at 01:00 PM
and concluded at 03:30 PM. The Pro Bono Club at Vignan Institute of Law was joined by
faculty members, students, and practicing legal professionals who volunteered their time and
expertise to provide assistance to the local community. The villagers were encouraged to attend
the event for consultations on a variety of legal matters.

The event saw active participation from over 150 villagers, many of whom had limited
exposure to legal services in the past. The attendees were a mix of men, women, and elders, all
of whom had pressing legal concerns. The Pro Bono Club made efforts to ensure that
marginalized groups, such as women, children, and senior citizens, were given priority for
consultations.

The students and faculty from Vignan Institute of Law played a crucial role in the success of
the event. The student volunteers provided valuable support in case documentation, client
interaction, and delivering the legal awareness sessions.
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