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PRO BONO INAUGURAL
Date: 20-10-2024

Time: 10 A.Mto 12 A.M
Guest: Andhra Pradesh High Court Judge Justice Ravi Nath Tilhari
Number of Students Attended: 120

Grand opening of Pro-Bono Club in Vigan's University

Justice Ravi Nath Tilhari of the Andhra Pradesh High Court underscored the vital need
for collaboration between the government and judiciary to improve access to legal aid for the
public. At the inauguration of the "Pro-Bono Club" at Vignan’s University, part of the Nyaya
Bandhu scheme, he urged law students to offer free legal assistance, particularly to
marginalized communities such as the poor, women, the elderly, and individuals with
disabilities. Justice Tilhari emphasized the club's potential to tackle social justice issues and
empower vulnerable populations by making legal services more accessible and addressing their
rights and concerns., he said that by starting this club, the law students should aim to provide
free legal aid to the common people, especially the poor. Lawyers should try to make social
justice equal for all by volunteering their skills and services. He said that this scheme will be
very useful for the weaker sections of the society like poor, women, old people and disabled
people. He said that this is a great opportunity to solve their rights and problems by making

legal services available.

The Pro-Bono Club is a forum for lawyers who volunteer to help in both civil and
criminal cases. He said that it is very necessary to provide legal services to all, and through this
club, legal services will reach the people. Beneficiaries can contact lawyers directly through
this scheme or connect through government legal platforms. Lawyers are also called upon to
volunteer their time and participate in social justice. He said that with the establishment of pro-
bono club, the legal system will become more comprehensive and legal aid will be made easier

for common people.

Dr. Lavu Rattaiah, Chairman of Vignan’s Educational Institutes, said that thousands
of cases are already being resolved with the help of artificial intelligence in some countries.

So all the students want to gain mastery in fields like artificial intelligence, data science and



machine learning in addition to law education. He informed the students that only then they

will be able to climb higher positions in the future.

AP State Legal Services Authority Member Secretary M. Babita said that those who
need justice can call on 15100 number, District Legal Services Authority Panel Advocate
Sriram Vigyan University is coming every Thursday and Saturday. Campus and persons in
need of legal assistance can also visit VVigyan campus.

In her absence, Dr. Sneha Sharma, the National Coordinator of the Pro Bono scheme
under the Department of Justice, extended her wishes to the Pro Bono Club and encouraged its
members to focus on achieving the last mile delivery of justice. She emphasized the importance
of serving those in need and ensuring that legal support reaches the most underserved

communities.

The program was attended by several distinguished guests, including M. Babita,
Member Secretary of the AP State Legal Services Authority and; R. Sarath Babu, 4th
Additional District and Sessions Judge; and Dr. H. Amara, Deputy Secretary of the AP State
Legal Services Authority, P. Leelavathy, Secretary of the District Legal Services Authority;
Dr. Lau Rattaiah, Chairman of Vigyan Educational Institutions; and Colonel Prof. P.
Nagabhushan, Vice Chancellor of Vigyan University. Deans, directors, heads of departments,

and students actively participated in the event.
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Newspaper clippings:

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Vijayawada

THE Pro-Bono Club was inau-
gurated on a grand note at the
Vignan University’s School of
Law Department on Sunday.
Speaking at the launch of the
club, Justice Ravi Nath Tilhari
emphasised the goal of reduc-
ing barriers to legal services
and providing legal assistance
to the public.

The Pro-Bono Club will serve
as a platform to bring together
lawyers who will offer assist-

Pro-Bono Club inaugurated at Vignan

ance in both civil and criminal
cases.

Dr Lavu Rathaiah, also spoke
at the event, highlighting that

in some countries, artificial in-
telligence (Al) is already assist-
ing in resolving thousands of
cases.
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