
 

 

VIGNAN INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURE AND 

TECHNOLOGY 

REPORT ON RYTU SADASSU AND EXHIBITION 30.10.2024 

 

 

Final-year B.Sc. (Hons.) Agriculture students organized the "Rythusadassu and Exhibition" on 

October 30, 2024, as part of their Rural Awareness Work Experience Program (RAWE) in 

Kollipara village, Tenali Division, Guntur District. This event, aimed at bridging the gap between 

agricultural science and rural practice, was graced by the Chief Guest, Sri N. Venkateswarlu, 

District Agriculture Officer, Guntur. Other distinguished attendees included Prof. P.M.V. Rao, 

Dean of AAA and Acting Registrar of VFSTRU, who presided over the event; Guest of Honors 

Prof. D. Vijayaramu, Dean of PCF, VFSTRU, and Prof. T. Ramesh Babu, Dean of SAFT; along 

with Honored Guests Smt. N. Usha Rani, Assistant Director of Agriculture for the Tenali Division, 

and Sri K. Venkata Ramu, Mandal Agriculture Officer, Kollipara. All 39 participating students, 

accompanied by 85 farmers, showcased an impressive array of agricultural models, specimens, 

posters, and charts to introduce advanced scientific technologies to the local farming community. 

The event facilitated meaningful exchanges between students and farmers, promoting practical 

solutions for modern agricultural challenges. 

Outcome: 

 

For farmers, the event provided valuable insights into innovative agricultural techniques and strategies 

for enhancing productivity. Students benefited from the direct feedback and questions posed by farmers, 

enhancing their communication skills and deepening their understanding of rural agricultural needs. 

The Rythu Sadassu and Exhibition successfully fostered a collaborative learning environment, 

empowering both farmers and students with knowledge and motivation for sustainable agricultural 

practices. 

Prof. PMV Rao (Dean, AAA, and i/c Registrar, VFSTRU), Prof. 

D. Vijayaramu (Dean, PCF, VFSTRU), Prof. T. Ramesh Babu 

(Dean, SAFT) witnessing Agricultural exhibition 

Chief Guest Sri. N. Venkateswarlu, District Agriculture Officer, 

Guntur addressed farmers and students on the occasion of 

Rytu Sadassu and Exhibition 



VIGNAN INSTITUTE OF AGRICULTURE AND 

TECHNOLOGY 

Report on Sankranti Sambaralu 2024 

Date: 4th January 2024 

Venue: Convocation Hall, VFSTR (Deemed to be University), Vadlamudi 

The Sankranti Sambaralu 2024 celebrations at Vignan’s Foundation for Science, 

Technology & Research (VFSTR) on 4th January 2024 marked a grand occasion dedicated to 

honoring the backbone of India – its farmers. The event was jointly organized by VFSTR University, 

the Rythu Nestham Foundation, and the Vignan Institute of Agriculture and Technology (VIAT). 

The celebration sought to showcase the spirit of Sankranti while highlighting the contributions of 

farmers and advancements in agricultural innovation. 

Cultural and Ceremonial Highlights 

 

The event commenced with a vibrant Kolatam performance, followed by a classical dance 

presented by students of the VIAT. The ceremonial lighting of the lamp by dignitaries, accompanied 

by the Vignan theme song, set a graceful tone for the proceedings. 

Delivering the welcome address, Dr. T. Ramesh Babu, Dean VIAT, expressed pride in organizing the 

celebration and emphasized that agriculture forms the foundation of India’s heritage. He reflected 

on the department’s journey since its inception in 2000, led by Dr. Lavu Rattaiah, Chairman of the 

Vignan Group, and Hon. Member of Parliament Sri Lavu Srikrishna, noting, “Our farmers are our 

heritage. This department works tirelessly to make agriculture sustainable and profitable, especially 

for small-scale farmers.” 

Farmers at the Heart of the Celebration 

 

Padma Shri Awardee Sri Y. Venkateswara Rao, Chairman of the Rythu Nestham Foundation, 

praised the initiative as a pioneering effort in honoring 250 farmer families from Andhra Pradesh and 

Telangana. He commended the organizers for recognizing the innovation and dedication of farmers and 

extended gratitude to the Chief Guest, Sri Kinjarapu Atchannaidu, Hon’ble Minister for 

Agriculture, Co-operation & Marketing, Government of Andhra Pradesh, for his steadfast 

commitment to farmer welfare. 

Sri Lavu Srikrishnadevarayalu, Member of Parliament (Loksabha) and and Vice-Chairman of the 

Vignan Group of Institutions, emphasized the need for integrating farmers into academic and cultural 

platforms. He stated, “We cannot remain isolated as an institution. Our role is to influence and involve 

society, especially farmers, who form the core of our existence. Events like these bring together people 

from all walks of life to celebrate and learn from the farming community.” 



Challenges and Innovations in Agriculture 

 

In his thought-provoking address, Dr. Lavu Rattaiah, Chancellor of VFSTR, discussed the challenges 

of organic farming and the need for innovation in fertilizer and pesticide development to make natural 

farming more practical. He urged the development of effective, affordable, and efficient alternatives 

to chemical inputs and emphasized the integration of mechanization, IoT, and artificial intelligence 

in agriculture. He envisioned a future where “farmers receive real-time alerts on pest attacks or soil 

health directly on their smartphones,” inspiring students and researchers to drive such innovations. 

The Chief Guest, Sri Kinjarapu Atchannaidu, highlighted the urgent need to rekindle youth interest 

in farming through mechanization, soil testing, and modern technologies. Drawing an analogy, he 

said, “Just as a healthy person undergoes regular medical check-ups, our soil too must be tested 

regularly to ensure its fertility and productivity.” 

Felicitation and Recognition 

 

The celebration concluded with the felicitation of the Chief Guest and 50 exemplary farmers from 

Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. The honourees were recognized for their innovation, resilience, and 

contributions to sustainable agriculture. Dignitaries encouraged the farmers to share their insights 

with students, fostering intergenerational knowledge exchange. 

A Vision for the Future 

 

The Sankranti Sambaralu 2024 celebrations at Vignan University successfully blended tradition, 

innovation, and gratitude. The event underscored the university’s commitment to sustainable 

agriculture, technological integration, and farmer empowerment. By bridging the gap between 

academia and agriculture, VFSTR continues to play a transformative role in shaping the future of 

Indian farming and celebrating those who sustain the nation. 



 
 

 



 

 



 

Vignan’s Foundation for Science, Technology and Research 
(Deemed to be University), Vadlamudi, Guntur, Andhra Pradesh 

Department of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences 

Report on Rural Awareness Work Experience (RAWE) Programme 

About Programme 

The Department of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences at VFSTR, Vadlamudi, has 

launched the Student READY (Rural Entrepreneurship Awareness Development Yojana) 

program for final-year B.Sc. (Hons) Agriculture students in the first semester of the 2024- 

25 academic year. This program is designed to cultivate rural entrepreneurship 

awareness and provide students with hands-on experience in real-world rural 

agricultural settings. It aims to deepen undergraduate students' understanding of 

practical agriculture and allied sciences through the following components: 

1. Rural Awareness Work Experience (RAWE) 

2. Internship / In-Plant Training / Industrial attachment 

3. Experiential Learning programme 

I. Rural Awareness Work Experience (RAWE) 

The Department of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences at VFSTR, Vadlamudi, 

has launched the Rural Awareness Work Experience (RAWE) under Student READY 

(Rural Entrepreneurship Awareness Development Yojana) program for final-year 

B.Sc. (Hons) Agriculture students in the first semester of the 2024-25 academic year. 

The programme was commenced on 3.8.2024 and ended on 9.11.2024. 

The objective of the RAWE (Rural Awareness Work Experience) program is to 

provide students with hands-on agricultural experience in rural settings, fostering 

practical skills, community engagement, and cultural understanding. By bridging 

theory and practice, RAWE enhances students’ abilities to address agricultural 

challenges, apply innovative solutions, and inspire rural entrepreneurship. 

In the current semester, 39 students participated in the RAWEP program across 

five villages in four mandals of Guntur district (Kollipara, Chebrolu, Tenali, and 

Mangalagiri). The villages included Kollipara (8 students), Vallabhapuram (10 

students), Kolakaluru (7 students), Vejendla (6 students), and Peddavadlapudi (8 

students). The students were engaged in the program for a duration of 14 weeks. 



STUDENTS ALLOTMENT DETAILS FOR RAWEP, I SEMESTER, 2024-25 
 

S. No Village ID No. Student Gender Director 
representative 

1.  
 
 
 

 
Vallabapuramu 

211FW01001 YADLAPALLI SRIHITHA F  

 
Dr. M. Anusha, 

Assistant Professor 
(Veterinary), AHS 

2. 211FW01004 AZMEERA SYED F 

3. 211FW01012 VANUKURU TEJA SREE F 

4. 211FW01013 SAILA KAVYA SRI F 

5. 211FW01014 A MADHU LATHA F 

6. 211FW01017 MONAPATI LOKESWARI F 

7. 211FW01022 B. V SIVA MANI KAVYA F 

8. 211FW01027 BATTULA NAKSHATRA F 

9. 211FW01028 SHAIK ZAVERIA F 

10. 211FW01030 LANKA HEMA F 

11.  

 
Vejendla 

211FW01036 TANISHKA NAGANDLA F Ms. N.Kavya, 
Assistant Professor 
(Plant Pathology), 
AHS 

12. 211FW01051 VEMPARALA NAVYA SRI F 

13. 211FW01077 JASTI ROOPA SREE F 

14. 211FW01078 T BINDU SRIVANI F 
15. 211FW01080 MUCHU JAYANTHI F 
16. 211FW01087 NAKKINA JAHNAVI F 
17.  

 

 
Kollipara 

211FW01034 RAVURI PRASANNA F Ms. K. Sravya, 
Assistant Professor 
(Agril. Extension), 
AHS 

18. 211FW01037 PRATHIPATI LAVANYA F 
19. 211FW01039 YEMINENI JYOTHSNA F 

20. 211FW01041 THINNELAPUDI HARIKA F 
21. 211FW01044 T RATNA KUMARI F 
22. 211FW01045 G VENKATAANU SARAYU F 
23. 211FW01046 DASARI TRIBHUVANA F 
24. 211FW01048 YENIREDDY USHARANI F 
25.  

 
 

 
Peddavadlapudi 

211FW01085 Y MAHALAKSHMI F  

26. 211FW01088 ENDURU MANASA F 

 
Ms. N.V Vyshnavi, 

Assistant Professor 
(SS&AC), AHS 

27. 211FW01089 K MARY F 

28. 211FW01090 C E THIRUMALA VARSHINI F 

29. 211FW01092 CHIRRA NEELIMA F 

30. 211FW01094 P HARSHITHA F 

31. 211FW01097 DEVARA BHARGAVI F 

32. 211FW01098 RAJULAPATI CHUNALINI F 

33.  
 
 

 
Kolakaluru 

211FW01006 K V SATYA KUSHYANTH M  
Dr. B. Srinivasulu, 

Assistant 
Professor 
(Horticulture), 
AHS 

34. 211FW01007 K SUHAS PAUL M 

35. 211FW01011 A V RAMANJANEYULU M 

36. 211FW01015 THOTA UDHAYA RAJU M 

37. 211FW01021 B PREM KUMAR M 

38. 211FW01023 DASARI ESWAR TEJA M 

39. 211FW01026 SADHU SAI KUMAR M 



Activities done by the students: 

Crop production 

1. Follow and work with the host farmers in day-to-day operations 

2. Make critical observations and ascertain the reasons for non-adoption of recommended 

package of practices for the crops of the host farmer. 

3. Prepare a calendar of operations for the entire crop season during the semester 

4. Record agronomic problems confronted by the host farmer 

5. Identify the causes for yield gap between normal and actual yields 

6. Record biometrical observations for minimum of two crops. 

7. Record meteorological data of the crop season. 

Crop Protection 

1. Identify insect pests, diseases, nutritional disorders, weeds, and physiological disorders 

in crops. 

2. Observe and assess the adoption of recommended plant protection measures. 

3. Record observations separately for pests and diseases. 

4. Demonstrate preparation of fungicidal and insecticidal spray solutions. 

5. Submit 10 herbarium specimens each for insect damage, disease symptoms, nutritional 

disorders, weeds, and physiological disorders from local crops. 

6. Collect information on insecticides, fungicides, and herbicides from local dealers. 

7. Gather information on obtaining a government license to market pesticides. 

Rural Economics 

1. Agro-economic Survey 

2. Farm Holding Survey 

3. Preparation of alternate farm plans 

Extension Programme 

1. Identify village problems using Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) techniques. 

2. Conduct gap analysis and develop an action plan for participatory extension teaching 

methods. 

3. Organize activities such as method demonstrations, group discussions, and Rythu 

Sadassu. 

4. Maintain an agricultural information corner in the village. 

5. Study and critically analyze public and private agricultural extension information sources. 

6. Assess farmers' training needs (TNA) and conduct training programs. 

7. Document Indigenous Technical Knowledge (ITK) and farm innovations. 

8. Study farmers' groups and Self-Help Groups (SHGs) in the village. 

9. Document a success story of a farmer or entrepreneur and create a short video film. 

 
5. Research Station / KVK / DAATT Center Activities 

The students were provided with an opportunity to familiarize themselves with various 

research activities and programs of the Research Station, KVK, or DAATTC in their respective 

areas, as well as the Agro Climatic zone in which these centers are located. They were introduced 

to the principles and methodologies involved in conducting different types of experiments and 

trials, collecting and analyzing experimental data, and maintaining farm records. Under the 

guidance of Scientists, Program Coordinators, and Coordinators of the respective centers, the 

students observed closely various aspects of research programs and activities. 



Students participated in cultural operations 

through tractor Students participated in paddy transplantation 

Glimpses of RAWE Programme 

 
I. CROP PRODUCTION 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Students participated in fertilizer application in 

Turmeric crop 

Students engaged in enumeration of 

Biometric observations 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students participated in Pheromone trap 
installation 

Leaf folder (Cnaphalocrosis 

medinalis) pest in Rice 
Skipper in Turmeric 

Tobacco Caterpillar (Spodoptera litura) 

Farm holding Survey by Students 

II. CROP PROTECTION 
 

 

 
 

 

 

RURAL ECONOMICS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plant Protection Chemicals spraying 

done by students in Maize crop 

Students visited and interacted with Chaitanya Godavari 

Bank officials in Vallabapuramu 



Indigenous Technical Knowledge documented 

EXTENSION PROGRAMME 
 

 

Social Map of Vallabapuramu 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Students organized Group Discussion for farmers on ‘Soil Pollution’  Information Corner 
 

  

Students organized method demonstration on Rodent 

Management 
Students organized method demonstration on ‘Safety 

measures during Pesticide Spraying’ for farmers. 

Participatory Rural Appraisal techniques done by Students 



Students interacted with Self Help Groups members Students visited to Zilla Parishad High School to 

create awareness on Agriculture Education 

  
 

 
RYTU SADASSU AND EXHIBITION 

Final-year B.Sc. (Hons.) Agriculture students organized the "Rythusadassu and 
Exhibition" on October 30, 2024, as part of their Rural Awareness Work Experience Program 

(RAWE) in Kollipara village, Tenali Division, Guntur District. This event, aimed at bridging the 

gap between agricultural science and rural practice, was graced by the Chief Guest, Sri N. 

Venkateswarlu, District Agriculture Officer, Guntur. Other distinguished attendees included 

Prof. P.M.V. Rao, Dean of AAA and Acting Registrar of VFSTRU, who presided over the event; 

Guest of Honors Prof. D. Vijayaramu, Dean of PCF, VFSTRU, and Prof. T. Ramesh Babu, Dean of 

SAFT; along with Honored Guests Smt. N. Usha Rani, Assistant Director of Agriculture for the 

Tenali Division, and Sri K. Venkata Ramu, Mandal Agriculture Officer, Kollipara. All 39 

participating students, accompanied by 85 farmers, showcased an impressive array of 

agricultural models, specimens, posters, and charts to introduce advanced scientific 

technologies to the local farming community. The event facilitated meaningful exchanges 

between students and farmers, promoting practical solutions for modern agricultural 
challenges. 

Outcome: 
For farmers, the event provided valuable insights into innovative agricultural 

techniques and strategies for enhancing productivity. Students benefited from the direct 

feedback and questions posed by farmers, enhancing their communication skills and deepening 

their understanding of rural agricultural needs. The Rythu Sadassu and Exhibition successfully 

fostered a collaborative learning environment, empowering both farmers and students with 

knowledge and motivation for sustainable agricultural practices. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prof. PMV Rao (Dean, AAA, and i/c Registrar, VFSTRU), 

Prof. D. Vijayaramu (Dean, PCF, VFSTRU), Prof. T. Ramesh 

Babu (Dean, SAFT) witnessing Agricultural exhibition 

Chief Guest Sri. N. Venkateswarlu, District Agriculture 

Officer, Guntur addressed farmers and students on the 

occasion of Rytu Sadassu and Exhibition 



 
 

 

 

RESEARCH ACTIVITES 

RAWEP students were undergone an exposure visit to Regional Agricultural 

Research Station, Lam, Guntur on 19th October, 2024 to get hands-on exposure to 

the ongoing research activities at your esteemed station, which will greatly enhance 

their learning experience and deepen their understanding of agricultural research 

and its practical applications in the field. 
 

RAWEP Students visited to RARS, Lam Guntur on 19.10.2024. 

DELEGATES VISITS TO RAWEP VILLAGES 

Former DGP Engages with RAWE Village Experience 

On 14th September 2024, Dr. M. Malakondaiah, former Director General of 

Police (IPS), visited Kollipara village as part of the RAWE program. He reviewed 

students' records and photos, commending their dedication to rural agricultural 

development. His interaction with farmers highlighted the RAWE program's positive 

impact on students and the local community, fostering strong connections and 

mutual learning. The visit underscored the program’s role in preparing students for 

real-world agricultural challenges. 

President of event, Prof. PMV Rao, Dean, AAA, 

and i/c Registrar, VFSTR, addressed farmers and 

students on the occasion of Rytu Sadassu and 

Exhibition 

Sri N. Kutumaba Reedy, Chairman Shreshta FPC, 

Kollipra felicitated by the VFSTR officials. 



RAWE Students elucidated their activities to Colon. 

Professor P. Nagabhushan, Vice chancellor, VFSTR and 

RAWE Students elucidated their activities to Colon. 

Professor P. Nagabhushan, Vice chancellor, VFSTR and 

 
 

 
 

Vignan's VC glance with RAWEP students 

Dr. P. Nagabhushan, Vice Chancellor of VFSTR, Vadlamudi, visited the RAWE 
villages of Kollipara and Vallabhapuram on 25th October 2024. He expressed 

appreciation for the students' efforts and the positive response from farmers during the 

RAWEP program, commending the students for their dedication and commitment. 
 

 

NAARM DIRECTOR’S POSITIVE IMPRESSION ON RAWEP STUDENTS 

Dr. Ch. Srinivas Rao, Director of NAARM, Hyderabad, visited Vejendla village on 

23.10.2024 and interacted with RAWE students and farmers. He discussed agricultural 

practices, shared insights on modern farming techniques, and emphasized the 

importance of technology adoption to boost productivity. The visit created a collaborative 

learning environment, where students gained practical knowledge, and farmers received 

expert guidance on improving agricultural practices for sustainable growth and 

enhanced productivity. 

Dr.M.Malakondaiah, Ex DGP (I.P.S) and Prof. T. Ramesh 

Babu, Director, AHS, visited farmers field in Kollipara village 

Dr.M.Malakondaiah, Ex DGP (I.P.S) and Prof. T. Ramesh 

Babu, Director, AHS, reviewed RAWE programme in 

Kollipara village 



 

 

 
OUTCOME OF THE RAWE PROGRMME 

The RAWE (Rural Awareness Work Experience) programme equipped students 

with essential skills and practical knowledge for careers in agriculture. Through rural 

experiences, students gained a deeper understanding of agricultural practices, 

resource management, and community needs, enhancing problem-solving, 

adaptability, and resilience. The program fostered entrepreneurial thinking and 

innovative solutions for sustainable agriculture. Interacting with farmers helped 

students develop communication and interpersonal skills, connecting them with 

rural communities and understanding socio-economic factors. RAWE graduates are 

prepared for diverse career paths in consultancy, research, entrepreneurship, and 

policy-making, committed to advancing rural development and sustainable 

agricultural practices. 

Dr. Ch. Srinivas Rao, Director of NAARM, Hyderabad and Prof. T. Ramesh Babu, Director, AHS interacted with 

RAWE students and host farmers during the Vejendla visit 



SAKSHI, 13 SEPTEMBER, 2024 

NEWS CLIPPINGS 
 

 

 



 
 

 


