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Course Objective: This course will analyze the relationship between ‘law’ and 

‘literature’ and aims at developing the literary sensibility of the learners. 

 

Course Outcomes: 

CO 1: The student learns the relationship between law and literature. 

CO 2:  The student understands the importance of critical analysis in studying law. 

CO 3: The student learns how culture as an instrument influences law. 

CO 4: The student understands the importance of debates in learning different legal issues. 

CO 5: With sound discussions on different aspects of literature the student understands its 

critical importance. 

 

UNIT-I: Evolution of Legal Language 

Introduction to language – definition – theories of the Origin of language – the English 

Language and its Salient Features; Foreign Elements / Influences (With Special references to 

Law / legal Terms) - The Latin, Celtic, Scandinavian, French, Greek and American English – 

Loan Words as Milestones of General History; Word – making: composition- Derivation- 

Backformations-Shortening –Root – creation –Telescoping –Use of verbs as Nouns and vice – 

versa; Contemporary English – Fashion in Language – Conventional Character of Language – 

Standard English – American English : Its Difference with British English – Influence of 

Science and Technology on English – English today –The Future of English  

 

UNIT-II: Correction of Common Errors and Reading Comprehensions                                                          

Tense and Composition, Basic transformations Passive. Negative, Questions, Complex and 

Compound Sentence, Direct and Indirect Narration, Listening Comprehensions, Paragraph 

writing, Letter writing Official letter, Business letter, Use of legal terms and idiomatic 

expressions, one word substitution.  

 

UNIT-III: Law and Literature – In this section the meaning or notion embodied by the 

two terms will be examined and questions like what is ‘literary’ and why should 

literature be studied will be discussed. In this module, the debates around the various 

laws related to literature and other cultural products will be examined.  

 

UNIT-IV: The debates will centre on issues of copyright and censorship. While the 

Kaavya Vishwanathan episode and cartoons developed by the World Intellectual 

Property Organization (WIPO) will be used to initiate discussions on plagiarism, certain 

judgements will be used to discuss the latter. Derrida’s Archive Fever, Deconstruction, 

logo centrism; Michele Foucault’s Discipline and Punish will be used to discuss the 

power, criticism and judgement. 

 

 

UNIT-V: Culture and Law – Cultural constructions and representations deeply 

influence law. The class will read literature as a cultural instrument related to power and 

in this context; we will focus on marginalized and unheard voices as well. 
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